
February 27-28, 2025
Day 1: Federal Reparations: Lynchings and Racial Violence
Day 2: Black Reparations Conference

WHEN

WHERE Northeastern University Oakland Campus, 5000 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland, CA 94613 |
Hybrid

Join the Center for Law, Equity and Race (CLEAR) and the Black Reparations Project (BRP) for a two-day event,
focused on addressing historical racial violence and cultivating systemic transformation. The conference will
provide a space for collaboration on legal strategies, restorative healing, and social impact. Through engaging
discussions, expert panels, and networking opportunities, participants will contribute to building actionable
frameworks for reparations and long-term community repair.

Addressing Racial Violence,
Advancing Legal Clarity, and
Restoring Community

TOWARDS JUSTICE:

Hosted by

Black Reparations Project
Advancing Reparations Learning, Policy, and Action

PROGRAM



Time Event/Session Location

8 AM Registration and Breakfast  Bender Room

8:45 AM Welcome Bender Room, Online

9 AM
Opening Session: Deborah Jackson, Margaret Burnham,

Roy Brooks
Bender Room, Online

9:40 AM
Remarks: Representative Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. (4th

District of Georgia)
Bender Room, Online

9:45 AM
Descendants’ Dialogue: Cynthia Mitchell, Evan Lewis, Delbert

Jackson, Daryle Hatley
Bender Room, Online

10:45 AM BREAK

10:55 AM

Morning Sessions
Legal Strategies: Adjoa Aiyetoro, Facilitator

Legislative Strategies: Roy Brooks, Jay Driskell, Facilitators
Community Building and Organizing: Nkechi Taifa,

Facilitator

Legal: Mills Hall Room 132
Legislative: Mills Hall Room

322
Community Building:

Bender Room

12:15 PM Lunch and Keynote: Lerone A. Martin Bender Room, Online

1:30 PM Strategy Discussion (Invitation Only) Mills Hall Room 132

3:10 PM Descendants’ Meeting (Invitation Only) Mills Hall Room 322

5 PM Reception and Dinner Reinhardt Alumni House
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Addressing Racial Violence, Advancing Legal
Clarity, and Restoring Community

TOWARDS JUSTICE:

Day 2: Actualizing Restorative Justice: Social
Transformation in the US Healthcare and Criminal Legal

Systems

Time Event/Session Location

8 AM Registration Check-In & Light Breakfast  Bender Room

9 AM Welcome
Bender Room,

Online

9:45 AM
Opening Session and Keynote: Angela Glover Blackwell, Chief Vision
Officer, Democracy Policy Initiative; Professor of Practice, Goldman

School of Public Policy; and PolicyLink, Founder in Residence

Bender Room,
Online

10:30 AM BREAK

10:35 AM

BRP Morning Session: Actualizing Restorative Justice: Social
Transformation in the US Healthcare and Criminal Legal Systems; Dr.

Darcelle Lahr, Facilitator; Panelists: Adele Cox, Professor Margaret
Burnham, Dr. Clareese Hill, and Dr. Gayle Cummings 

Bender Room,
Online

12 PM Lunch  Bender Room

1:30 PM
BRP Afternoon Session: Aligning Policy, Public Narratives, and

Action; Dr. Erika Weissinger, Facilitator; Panelists: Kamilah Moore,
Robin Rue Simmons, Amity Paye and Areva Martin

Bender Room,
Online

3 PM Closing 



Speakers
ADJOA AIYETORO

ROY BROOKS

DELBERT JACKSON

EVAN LEWIS

NKECHI TAIFA

CYNTHIA MITCHELL

LERONE A. MARTIN

AREVA MARTIN

THE OAKLAND CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE:

Dr. Ashley Adams
Ife Tayo Walker
Dr. Erika Weissinger 
Dr. Darcelle Lahr
Zamora Zamora

Hosted by

Black Reparations Project
Advancing Reparations Learning, Policy, and Action

ANGELA GLOVER BLACKWELL

DARCELLE LAHR

MARGARET BURNHAM

DEBORAH JACKSON

DARYLE HATLEY 

JAY DRISKELL

ADELE COX

CLAREESE HILL

GAYLE CUMMINGS

ERIKA WEISSINGER

KAMILAH MOORE

ROBIN RUE SIMMONS

AMITY PAYE

WE THANK THE CRRJ FEDERAL
REPARATIONS TEAM:

Lydia Beal
Roy Brooks
Jay Driskell
Deborah Jackson
Taylor McDowell

Catherine McGloin
Alex Stein
Christopher Thomas
Jennifer True

Shivangi Basu
Sean Crumplar
Elycia Knight
Ileanna Pena
Edwin Zhou

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS:

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Chef Wanda Blake, Wanda's Cooking; Awon Ohun Omnira,
Voices of Freedom, performance group; Jenny Chu,
videographer; NU Advancement Team, Mills College at
Northeastern University; Northeastern University Law
School; Liberation Ventures

CONGRESSMAN HENRY C. JOHNSON,
JR. (4TH DISTRICT OF GEORGIA)

CONGRESSWOMAN LATEEFAH SIMON
(12TH DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA)


