NAOKA CAREY
Northeastern University School of Law
n.carey@northeastern.edu 
Academic Appointments & Teaching
Northeastern University School of Law, Boston, MA
Assistant Teaching Professor of Law	July 2026 – present

New York University School of Law, New York, NY
Acting Assistant Professor of Law	June 2025 – May 2026

Lynch School of Education and Human Development, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA
Instructor, Adolescent Psychology 	Fall 2022
Teaching Assistant, Child Growth and Development 	Fall 2021
Guest Lecturer: undergraduate & master’s policy, social work, & applied psychology classes	2015-2025
Education
Lynch School of Education and Human Development, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA
Ph.D., Applied Developmental and Educational Psychology	May 2025 
Dissertation: 	Prevalence and Spatial Concentration of Childhood Family Member Criminal Legal System Involvement and Its Relationship to Children’s Young Adult Outcomes
Dissertation Committee:  Rebekah Levine Coley (chair), Eric Dearing, Vincent Fusaro

New York University School of Law, New York, NY
J.D., cum laude 	May 2002
Article Selection Editor, Review of Law & Social Change

Harvard University Graduate School of Education, Cambridge, MA
Ed.M., Adolescent Risk and Prevention	June 1999

Harvard College, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 
A.B., magna cum laude, History & Literature	June 1996
Research and Teaching Interests
Family Law, Juvenile Law, Criminal Law, Constitutional Law, Children & the Law, Poverty Law, Law & Psychology, Law & Public Policy, Legislation & Regulation, Legal Research & Writing
Scholarly Publications 
Naoka Carey. Challenging Multigenerational Punishment, 111 CORNELL L. REV. 3 (2026).  

Naoka Carey & Rebekah L. Coley. Children’s Exposure to Recent Family Member Criminal Legal System Involvement. 9 JAMA NETWORK OPEN 5, e2612183 (May 2026). 

Vincent A. Fusaro, Christopher Baidoo, Naoka Carey & Rebekah L. Coley. Rental Assistance, Housing Security, & Well-being: Spillover Effects of Emergency Rental Assistance during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 389 SOC. SCI. & MED. 118795 (2026). 

Vincent A. Fusaro, Christopher Baidoo, K. Megan Collier, Naoka Carey & Rebekah L. Coley. Did Emergency Rental Assistance Support Housing Stability During the COVID-19 Pandemic?  Differential Effects Across Risk Strata. 102 J. URBAN HEALTH 958 (2025). 

Naoka Carey, Lindsay Lanteri & Summer S. Hawkins, Landscape of State Tobacco Twenty-One Laws: Key Components, Research Challenges, and Future Directions, 12 DRUG & ALCOHOL DEPEND. REPS. 100236 (2024). 

Rebekah L. Coley, Naoka Carey, Dabin Hwang, Bryn Spielvogel & Daphne Henry.  Racial Inequities in Educational Opportunity: Variation Across Socioeconomic Status, RACE & SOC. PROBS. (forthcoming 2024). 

Rebekah L. Coley, Naoka Carey, Claudia Kruzik, Summer S. Hawkins & Christopher F. Baum, Recreational Cannabis Legalization, Retail Sales, & Adolescent Substance Use through 2021, 178 JAMA PEDIATRICS 622 (2024). 

Summer S. Hawkins, Naoka Carey, Rebekah L. Coley & Christopher F. Baum, Impact of Tobacco 21 and Flavor Restrictions on Young Adult Tobacco Use, TOBACCO CONTROL (forthcoming 2024). 

Naoka Carey, Rebekah L. Coley, Summer S. Hawkins & Christopher F. Baum, Emerging Adult Mental Health During COVID: Exploring Relationships between Discrete & Cumulative Individual & Contextual Stressors & Well-Being, 75 J. ADOL. HEALTH 36 (2024). 

Rebekah L. Coley and Naoka Carey, Translating Developmental Science to Policy & Practice, in HANDBOOK ADOL. & YOUNG ADULT DEVLPMT. (Lisa J. Crockett, Gustavo Carlo, & John E. Schulenberg eds. 2023). 

[bookmark: _Hlk145488004]Rebekah L. Coley, Naoka Carey, Christopher F. Baum & Summer S. Hawkins, COVID-19 Vaccinations & Mental Health Among U.S. Adults: Individual & Spillover Effects, 329 SOC. SCI. & MED. 116027 (2023). 

Vincent A. Fusaro, Rebekah L. Coley & Naoka Carey, Shelter from the storm: State and Federal Eviction Moratoria & Eviction Filings During the First Year of the COVID-19 Pandemic, 33 HOUSING POL’Y DEBATE 1415 (2023). 

Rebekah L. Coley, Naoka Carey, Christopher F. Baum & Summer S. Hawkins, COVID-19 Related Stressors & Mental Health Disorders Among U.S. Adults, 137 PUB. HEALTH REPS. 1217 (2022). 

Naoka Carey and Rebekah L. Coley, Prevalence of Adolescent Handgun Carriage: 2002–2019, 149 PEDIATRICS e2021054472 (2022). 

Rebekah L. Coley, Claudia Krucik, Naoka Carey, Summer S. Hawkins, Marco Ghiani & Christopher F. Baum, Recreational Marijuana Legalization & Adolescent Use of Marijuana, Tobacco, & Alcohol, 69 J. ADOL. HEALTH 41 (2021). 2021 Recipient, “Distinguished Dozen: Articles Making Distinguished Contributions to Adolescent and Young Adult Health, Journal of Adolescent Health, Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine”

Naoka Carey, Toward a Better Understanding of Collective Action, 27 N.Y.U. REV. L. SOC. CHANGE 110 (invited symposium)(2002). 
Works in Progress and Working Papers
Naoka Carey. Developmental Approaches for Emerging Adults in the Justice System (invited submission). POL’Y INSIGHTS BEH. & BRAIN SCI. (forthcoming). 

Vincent A. Fusaro, Christopher Baidoo, K. Megan Collier, Naoka Carey & Rebekah L. Coley. State Policy Variation and Emergency Rental Assistance Take-up during the COVID-19 Pandemic. (Submitted and under review).

Naoka Carey & Rebekah L. Coley. Racial and Neighborhood Inequity in Children’s Exposure to Recent Family Member Criminal Legal System Involvement (in progress). Empirical work documenting inequalities in exposure to family member criminal legal system contacts among children at the intersection of race/ethnicity and neighborhood poverty levels.

Naoka Carey & Rebekah L. Coley. Long-term Associations between Children’s Exposure to Family Member Criminal Legal System Involvement and Children’s Entry into Young Adulthood (in progress). Empirical work demonstrating how family member criminal legal contacts during childhood are associated with reductions in children’s completion of high school, income, and engagement in school or work during young adulthood.

Naoka Carey. Kinship Care for Whom? (in progress). Law review article documenting the history, extent, and implications of criminal record barrier laws for kinship care placements for children, drawing on empirical work regarding the prevalence of criminal system exposure among families.   

Naoka Carey. Mass Incarceration & Intergenerational Disadvantage (in progress). Law review article arguing that laws that extend collateral consequences to children because of family member’s criminal contacts raise concerns under the Constitution’s anti-attainder provisions. The article goes on to argue that legal scholarship on mass incarceration should more directly address how it promotes multigenerational disadvantage through its impacts on children.
Academic Conference Presentations
Kinship Care for Whom? Southeast Association of Law Schools Conference, Amelia Island, FL (accepted, July 2026); AALS Section on Children & the Law, Works in Progress Conference, San Francisco, CA (October 2025)

How Family Member Criminal Legal System Involvement Shapes Children's Entry into Young Adulthood. Law and Society Conference, San Francisco, CA (May 2026).

Effective Communication & Connection with Policy Advocates & Science Communicators. Society for Research on Adolescence Conference (April 2026).

Challenging Multigenerational Punishment. Law and Society Conference, Chicago, IL (May 2025); Junior Scholars Conference, Northeastern University Law School (February 2025).

Prevalence of Recent Family Member Criminal Legal System Contact Among U.S. Children, Society for Research on Child Development Biennial Conference, Minneapolis, MN (May 2025).

Researchers as advocates for policy change. Society for Research on Adolescence Conference (April 2023).

Racial and ethnic inequities in educational opportunity: Variation across socioeconomic strata. Society for Research on Child Development Biennial Conference, Salt Lake City, UT (March 2023).

Applying adolescent development research in the context of adult criminal justice reform. Society for Research on Adolescence Conference (March 2022).
Posters of Empirical Work (Peer Reviewed Conference Submissions)
Prevalence of household member criminal justice involvement among diverse children. Society for Research on Adolescence Conference (April 2024).

Impact of tobacco 21 and flavor restrictions on youth tobacco use. Society for Epidemiological Research (June 2023).

Shelter from the storm: State and federal eviction moratoria & eviction filings during the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic. American Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 2022 Research Conference (November 2022).

Exploring the increasing prevalence of adolescent handgun carriage. American Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 2021 Research Conference (March 2022). Awarded third place in poster session.

State COVID policies, COVID stressors, and young adult mental health outcomes. American Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 2021 Research Conference (March 2022).
Research Grants and Fellowships
Spring – Summer 2026. Kinship Care for Whom? Rights4Children Grant. $5,000.

Summer 2023- Summer 2024. Exploring the relationship between family member criminal justice involvement, family well-being, and children's young adult outcomes. Russell Sage Foundation Dissertation Grant. $8,265. 

September 2023- May 2024, Exploring the relationship between family member criminal justice involvement, family well-being, and children's young adult outcomes. Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, Boston College. $30,000 stipend and annual tuition remission. Supports dissertation research focused on prevalence of family member criminal justice contact (CJC) among U.S. children, disparities in the experience, and relationships between family CJC and family and child economic well-being. 

July 2022- June 2023. Exploring the relationship between family member criminal justice involvement, family well-being, and children's young adult outcomes. National Science Foundation-Criminal Justice Administrative Record System Research Fellow. Principal Investigator. $30,000. Funding to support preparation of full proposal to Census Bureau proposing five-year project to explore the prevalence of family member criminal justice contact (CJC) among U.S. children. 
Select Professional Briefs, Reports, and Professional Publications
Justice Lab, Rikers Island Longitudinal Study: Emerging Adults (2023). 

Justice Lab, Rikers Island Longitudinal Study: Adverse Childhood Experiences (2023). 

Lael E.H. Chester & Naoka Carey, Opinion Essay, To End the Age of Incarceration, Three Communities Pioneer a Developmental Approach, Youth Today (May 11, 2023).

Rebekah L. Coley & Naoka Carey, Evaluation of Worcester Beyond Healthcare Project (2022).

Karen Vastine, Lael Chester, Maya Sussman, Naoka Carey & Vincent Schiraldi, Report to the Vermont Legislature on Act 201: Implementation Plan Report & Recommendations (2019).

Citizens for Juvenile Justice, Less crime for less money. Why Massachusetts should reduce unnecessary and harmful court processing for children and teens (2016). 

Citizens for Juvenile Justice, Missed opportunities: Preventing youth in the child welfare system from entering the juvenile justice system (2015). 

Jody Kent Lavy & Naoka Carey, Juvenile Life Without Parole: An Opportunity for Advocates & Attorneys to Work Together to Effect Change, 35 CHAMPION 48 (2011).
Honors and Awards
Donald J. White Teaching Excellence Award, Boston College	2023
Equal Justice Works-Public Welfare Foundation Fellow	2003-2004
Article Selection Editor, Review of Law & Social Change, NYU School of Law	2001-2002 
Dean’s Community Service Award, NYU School of Law 	2002
Summer Seminar for Future Law Teachers, NYU School of Law 	2001
Pforzheimer Public Service Fellow, Harvard Graduate School of Education 	1998-1999
Committee Positions & Academic Service
Society for Research on Adolescence 
Social Policy Committee Chair (2028-2030), Incoming chair (2026-2028), Member (2022-2026)

Department of Counseling, Developmental & Educational Psychology, Boston College Lynch School of Education & Human Development
Doctoral Program Mentoring Subcommittee (2020-2022), Doctoral Program Equity Task Force (2019-2022), Student Representative to Faculty Meetings (2019-2020)
Professional Legal and Policy Experience
Emerging Adult Justice Project
Senior Advisor (Annie E. Casey Foundation)	September 2024 – present
Senior Advisor (Columbia University, New York, NY)	    April 2019 – August 2024
Helped create and lead project to create an Emerging Adult Justice Developmental Framework for justice system responses to emerging adults, convening initial planning group and providing support to sites piloting the Framework. Advised Vermont on new law bringing 18 and 19 year olds into juvenile justice system. Produced reports on emerging adults in the Justice Lab’s Rikers Island Longitudinal Study. 

Massachusetts Juvenile Justice Data and Policy Board, Boston, MA
Appointed Member		October 2018 – May 2025
Appointed by Governor to serve on state board charged with evaluating juvenile justice system policies, including overseeing the state's Childhood Trauma Task Force.

Citizens for Juvenile Justice (CfJJ), Boston, MA
Special Projects Director		September 2018 – April 2019
Assisted with strategic planning, hiring of new ED. Provided additional supervision to projects. 
Executive Director		July 2013 – January 2018 
Planned and led all aspects of CfJJ’s work, acting as face of the organization and orchestrating its campaigns and strategic growth. Highlights of CfJJ’s work during my tenure as ED include: 
· Multiple successful reform campaigns including: bringing seventeen year olds into the juvenile justice system for the first time in state history, passing a package of comprehensive juvenile justice reforms; and abolishing life without parole sentences for children in Massachusetts. 
· Worked with other staff to edit, research and produce reports on juvenile justice issues. 
· CfJJ recognized as an Advocacy Finalist by the MA Nonprofit Network in 2015 and as a Social Innovator by the Boston Social Innovation Forum in 2017.
· Provided day-to-day supervision for seven staff members and acted as main media contact and spokesperson for organization. 
Senior Policy Associate		September 2011 – June 2013
Worked with CfJJ’s Executive Director to formulate and carry out policy advocacy strategies. Planned, researched, and drafted CfJJ publications. Lobbied legislators, executive branch officials, and others in support of CfJJ’s work, including preparing testimony for hearings and legal opinions. Built coalition of 50+ organizations and helped train and support youth and other emerging leaders within the coalition. 

National Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth (CFSY)
Litigation Specialist		April – December 2011
Provided national campaign against life without parole and other extreme sentences for youth with attorney support and advice before the campaign had full time legal staff. Coordinated resources for attorneys working on cases around the country, provided advice to campaign staff on litigation strategy. Designed and acted as faculty for attorney track for national conference. Facilitated national list-serve on juvenile sentencing litigation efforts.

Youth Advocacy Department (YAD), Committee for Public Counsel Services, Boston, MA
Juvenile Justice Policy Advocate	November 2009 – May 2011
Advocated for legal reforms in support of the state public defender’s juvenile division. As statewide director of campaign to end the use of life without parole sentences for children in Massachusetts, drafted and lobbied for legislation, built statewide coalition, supported litigation efforts. Served on Children’s Hospital IRB as a representative on behalf of incarcerated individuals.

K&L Gates LLP, Boston, MA
Senior Litigation Associate		 February 2005 – November 2009
Conducted all aspects of litigation for state and federal matters, including multi-district federal class action litigation and contested probate and divorce cases. Drafted and argued substantive motions, second-chaired trials, conducted discovery, and advocated in negotiations. Drafted briefs for a pro bono guardianship matter heard by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. 

The Children’s Law Center (CLC), Washington, D.C.
Staff Attorney/Fellow		September 2003 - January 2005
Represented youth and families in foster care, adoption, guardianship and special education cases, including conducting contested trial proceedings and appeals. Drafted resources for youth aging out of foster care and a chapter on special education advocacy for youth in foster care. Co-founded national network of advocates working on foster-care age-out issues, design new attorney training.

The Hon. Warren J. Ferguson, Ninth Circuit, U.S.  Court of Appeals, Santa Ana, CA
Law Clerk	August 2002 - August 2003
Performed legal analysis of cases and assisted in drafting judicial opinions, including opinions calling for the reversal of a decision upholding a policy of segregating prisoners by race (subsequently reversed by the Supreme Court) and overturning a juvenile sentence under the Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act.  
  
Juvenile Rights Division, Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn, NY
Student Advocate		September 2001 - April 2002
Represented youth in juvenile delinquency proceedings in New York Family Court in conjunction with a law school clinical program. Appeared on behalf of youth during court proceedings.  
Select Professional Presentations
Emerging Adult Justice Framework Pilot, Nebraska Probation. Annual American Probation & Parole Association Conference, New York, NY (August 2025)

Promoting Developmental Justice for Emerging Adults. 5th World Congress on Justice with Children, Madrid, Spain (June 2025, accepted). 

Overview of the Emerging Adult Justice Developmental Framework. Jim Casey Opportunities Initiative Convening (invited)(November 2024), Juvenile Justice Leadership Network (state juvenile justice Commissioners), Georgetown University Law School (May 2023).

Trends in Adolescent Gun Carriage. Massachusetts Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence (August 2022).

Youth development in the justice system. Colorado Emerging Adult Justice Summit (October 2021), Manhattan District Attorney’s Alternatives-to-Incarceration Project (March 2021), Suffolk University School of Law (May 2019).

Emerging adult justice in Vermont: Opportunities for diversion. Vermont Department of Children and Families senior staff and related agencies (July 2019).

Best practices in juvenile diversion.  Boston Bar Association (February 2019), American Bar Association Annual Conference (August 2014).

Juvenile justice system overview, opportunities for reform. Invited presentation, Massachusetts Senate Criminal Justice Retreat (July 2017).

Building on juvenile justice reforms in Massachusetts: Justice for young adults. Annie E. Casey Foundation Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative national conference (April 2017).

Raise the age reform in Massachusetts. National Juvenile Justice Network national conference (July 2016).
	
Missed opportunities: Preventing children in the child welfare system from entering the juvenile justice system. Massachusetts Legislative Briefing (November 2015).

Status offense reform in Massachusetts. National Conference of State Legislators national webinar (March 2015).

Faculty, National Conference for State Legislators Juvenile Justice Conference (Fall 2013).
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